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1st March

Dear Parents/ Caregivers,

DATES TO REMEMBER
Week 5
Friday 2nd March
Casual Clothes Day
‘Kids helping Kids’

Week 6
Friday 9th March
Whole School Assembly
Community Centre
9:15am
Kitchen Garden
World Clean Up Day
Whole School Clean-up immediately after
assembly
Rm 9/10 Star Dome Incursion

Week 7
Monday 12th March
Public Holiday
Adelaide Cup
NO SCHOOL OR OSHC

Week 8
Friday 23rd March
Whole School Assembly
Community Centre
9:15am
After assembly Harmony Day Morning Tea

Principal: Ilia Tsoutouras
Deputy Principal: Voula Pounendis
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Reading
In our first newsletter we highlighted the importance of reading and how
we as a school have reading as a priority for further improvement on our
Site Improvement Plan. We also shared how we have introduced a new
intervention program, Levelled Literacy Intervention (LLI) for students
‘flagged’ as needing extra support. At Virginia, we conduct Collaborative
Planning Meetings (CPM meetings) and Student Review Team meetings
(SRT meetings) to ensure we are tracking the progress of EVERY child.
CPM meetings are where all adults (teacher, student support teacher and
student support officers) who work within each class meet to discuss the
progress of each child within the class. Goals for children in English and
Mathematics are discussed and reviewed, regardless of a child’s academic
level of achievement.
Voula (Deputy Principal), Robyn (Middle and Upper Primary Student
Support / English as an Additional Dialect and Language – EALD teacher),
Thuy (Junior Primary Student Support / English as an Additional Dialect and
Language – EALD teacher) and myself (Principal) meet for SRT meetings and
track our student progress on a whole school level. Information and data on
each child from the CPM meetings feed into this group and we use this
information as well as students whom teachers have ‘flagged’ for either
MiniLit or LLI intervention support.
MiniLit, being an established intervention program was running from Week
two, however LLI has only just begun on a student level this week. These
intervention programs begin at 8:30am in the morning and some continue
throughout the day. In addition to this support, each of our classes is
supported with Specialist SSO support and Student Support Teacher
support for guided reading and writing. Our Reception students have this
year been involved in using ‘Speech Sounds Pics’, an evidence based, highly
explicit program to develop reading, writing and spelling. I have included
some photos of learning in action from my morning walks over the last few
days.
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(Speech Sounds Pics learning)

currently in place will remain to support children
with borrowing good fit books.
Throughout the testing period we will be assigning
children with two levels.
1/ an independent level (this is a level in which they
can read with accuracy, fluency and good
comprehension). These are the types of texts we will
be encouraging children to read at home.
(Reading groups with Mrs Lewis)
Reading Levels
When investigating the use of the above programs
last year, our Literacy Improvement team also
visited several other schools and investigated
different tools for the deeper assessment of reading.
Whilst we have had some fantastic growth and
results, we believe and are aiming for further
improved results in one of life’s most important
skills, reading!
After considering several options, we have made the
decision to change the assessment kits we use for
Running Records to track reading levels.
Whilst the process is largely the same, there is a
significant difference in the ‘comprehension
conversation’ with children from the old kits to the
new.
Children are required to have a much deeper
understanding of the text, and text type to move
through levels. The other added difference is that
the new assessment kits allow us to assign a level to
ALL children, Reception – Year 7 (in fact, they are
designed to assess up to Year 8). Children are
levelled right up to level 35 and we have found
through early testing that we have scaled children
back.
Within the Running Record testing process there are
several key elements we are looking for;
a) The accuracy in which a child technically
reads the text
b) The fluency in which a child reads
c) The child’s comprehension (within, beyond
and about the text).
From Term 2 onwards ALL of our children, R-7 will
have a running record taken and you may find that
your child’s reading level will be different. Please
don’t be alarmed or concerned by this, we are doing
this intentionally. We have purchased a significant
amount of reading material that is levelled, and
developmentally appropriate to all year levels to
ensure they are engaging. This will be somewhat of a
change as we will see our Middle and Upper Primary
children with levelled texts. The Lexile system

and…
2/ an instructional (this is a level we are actively
‘teaching’ new skills with.
In the past I have had parents ask why their child is
taking home level 13 readers when they are at a
level 15, the simple answer is that this is an
independent level and is far more appropriate for
them in terms of continuing to build an enjoyment
of reading and to further develop the key elements
of reading mentioned earlier.
During the school day children will be using
instructional levels with their teacher and in ‘guided’
small group reading lessons.
Each child will have a specific reading goal that will
be shared with students and with you at home to
support with their reading development.
In addition to this, sometimes parents of Reception
children become concerned when they don’t see
levelled readers come home at the beginning of the
year. This is an intentional move on behalf of our
teachers as they are still teaching children ‘the code’
to reading. Sending home a levelled reader before
children can use ‘the code’ can most often have a
detrimental effect as you are teaching strategies
that will help in the early levels, but will cause issues
in the later levels. Teaching ‘the code’ is a ‘go fast,
slowly’ approach. Children, whilst often appearing to
be behind those who aren’t using this approach will
quickly ‘take-over’. For those of you with children in
Reception, the program our teachers are using is
called Speech Sounds Pics (SSP). The first part of the
systematic teaching of ‘the code’ starts at the green
level where children learn s,a,t,p,i,n. An approach
such as this is an evidence-based approach to
reading development. When children do have
enough elements of ‘the code’ they will begin
bringing ‘decodeable readers’ home, these are
readers with words that can be sounded out.
Habits of Mind at Virginia
As mentioned in our last newsletter, we have
included an information page on two of the Habits of
Mind, Persistence and Managing Impulsivity. We will
continue to share the other 14 Habits of Mind with
you throughout the year so you too can work with
your children in further developing positive
dispositions to learning and life.

UPDATED 28/02/2018

You may have noticed that Fridays are busy and many special events are taking place on a Friday
(assembly, kitchen garden, casual clothes day, incursions/ excursions where possible, choir etc.).
This has been done intentionally, we are minimising any potential distractions from Monday –
Thursday when there is huge levels of support in classrooms for Numeracy and Literacy learning.
It certainly isn’t that we don’t value those extra-curricular learning opportunities, we absolutely are
proud of the programs we have established in the last few years, however, to continue to build upon
our recent academic successes we want to ensure that those opportunities don’t become
distractions.

