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6" December

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

DATES TO REMEMBER

Week 8
Wednesday 6" December
Governing Council Meeting 6:30pm

Fri 8" December
Please come along and celebrate our end
of year concert.

BBQ starts 4:30pm
Concert begins 6:00pm

Week 9
Tues 12" December
Yr 7 Farewell assembly 11:00am
Parents of Graduating students welcome

Thurs 14t December
Year 6/7 Graduation

Graduation Ceremony
6:00 1 8:00pm

Year 6/7 Graduation Disco
8:00 7 10:00pm

Friday 15" of December
Students visit new classrooms
Last Day of School, Early Dismissal
2:15pm

2018 Term 1, Week 1
Monday 29" January
First day back for 2018
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Just a short newsletter as we have a busy week and a half of school left. This
newsletter will be followed by a final newsletter next week to ensure you stay
up to date with everything happening.

2018 Enrolments — PLEASE HELP US WITH OUR PLANNING

As we are zoned and there has been a significant increase in parents wishing to
enrol their children here, it would help our planning if you know of any changes
for next year (if you are moving etc.) could you let the front office know as
soon as you can.

Also, if you know of any families considering enrolling at Virginia for next year,
could you please let them know to contact us as soon as possible.

Pupil Free Day

Thank you — our Annual School Improvement process pupil free day is a great
opportunity for our staff to not only celebrate our successes, but most
importantly plan for improvement. A Chinese Proverb that was once shared
with me was ‘It is not the first step that a person takes that is the most
important decision they will ever make. Rather, it is making sure they are facing
in the correct direction’! | believe this to be so true. As a school, being growth
focussed ensures we don’t allow good to become the evil of great. | mentioned
in an earlier newsletter that 2017 was one of our most successful years
academically, significantly outperforming ‘like’ schools and our own schools
previous performance in many areas. This backs on to being acknowledged
twice in four years as being a high growth school by ACARA. Whilst we want to
celebrate this as a school community (students, staff and families), we must
ensure we continue to seek ways to improve learning outcomes for our
students.

Reports/ Class Placement/ Teacher Notification/s 2018

Reports will come home on Thursday of next week. Accompanying the report
will be notification of your child’s class in 2018. In our final newsletter next
week we will officially introduce new, welcome back, thank and farewell
existing staff.

Parent Insights
This week’s edition will focus on a really interesting topic, “Social skills for
children”. We hope you find it insightful and interesting.

If there is anything in particular you are looking for, please do not hesitate to
come in and see either llia Tsoutouras (Principal) or Voula Pounendis (Deputy
Principal) who may be able to help with finding an article to suit your needs.

Concert Information

Classes are busily preparing for our end of year concert. We will have another
short newsletter next week where we will officially thank all of those who have
supported with our concert raffle prizes. We are fortunate and grateful as a
school to have amazing community support.

Concert Etiquette: Our students put a great deal of time in to practising their
items to perform. Unfortunately, the acoustics with a large group of people in
the Community Centre aren’t great. For this reason, every little small side
conversation creates a great deal of noise. We are asking that people refrain
from having conversations whilst performances are taking place.
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WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

4/12/2017 5/12/2017 6/12/2017 7/12/2017 8/12/2017

8 International Volunteer
Day (5/12) Governing Council International Day of Playgroup

People with
Staff meeting Disability End of Year Concert

11/12/2017 12/12/2017 13/12/2017 14/12/2017 15/12/2017

9 2018 class visits

Yr 7 Farewell assembly
11:00am

Staff meeting

Yr 7 Graduation

(students meet their
new class and
teacher)
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Benchmarking children’s progress with that of other children is not a wise parenting strategy. Inevitably, it will
lead to parent frustration as there will always be a child who performs better than your own on any scale you use.

Have you ever compared your child's
behaviour, academic progress or social skills
with a sibling or your friend’s children?

Comparing your child with others is a
stress-inducing and, ultimately, useless
activity.

But it's hard to resist, as we tend to assess
our progress in any area of life by checking

out how we compare with our peers.

When you were a child in school you
probably compared yourself to your
schoolmates. Your teachers may not have
graded you, but you knew who the smart
kids were and where you ranked in the

pecking order.

Now that you have kids of your own do
you still keep an eye on your peers? Do you
use the progress and behaviour of their
kids as benchmarks to help you assess your
own performance as well as your child’s
progress? Or perhaps you compare your

child to yourself at the same age?

parentingideas.com.au

Benchmarking children's progress with
that of other children is not a wise parenting
strategy. Inevitably, it will lead to parent
frustration as there will always be a child
who performs better than your own on any

scale you use,

Kids develop at their own rates
Each child has his or her own developmental
clock, which is nearly impossible to alter.
There are slow bloomers, early developers,
bright sparks and steady-as-you-go kids in
every classroom. The slow bloomers can
cause the most concern for parents who
habitually compare children to siblings, their
friends’ kids and even themselves when

they were in school

The trick is to focus on your child’s
improvement and effort and use your child’s
results as the benchmark for his or her
progress and development. “Your spelling is
better today than it was a few months ago”
is a better measure of progress than "Your

spelling is the best in the class!”

Want more ideas to help you raise confident kids and resilient young people? Subscribe to Happy Kids r f
newsletter, my FREE weekly email parenting guide at parentingideas.com.au. You'll be so glad you did.

Gender matters

It's no secret that boys’ and girls’ brains
were developed by different architects.

One major difference lles around timing,

or maturity. The maturity gap between
boys and girls is anywhere between 12
months and two years. This gap seems to be

consistent all the way to adulthood.

Quite simply, girls have a developmental
head start over boys in areas such as
handwriting, verbal skills and relationship
skills.

Boys benefit greatly from teaching
strategies designed for their specific needs.
They also benefit from having teachers and
parents who recegnise that patience is a
virtue when teaching and raising boys, as it

seems to take longer for many boys to learn

and develop.
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... The pitfall of using other
children as benchmarks ...

Kids have different

talents, interests and strengths

So your eight-year-old can't hit a tennis ball like Novak Djokovic,
even though your neighbour’s child can. Avoid comparing the two
as your child may not care about tennis anyway.

It's better to help your child identify his or her own talents and
interests. Also recognise that the strengths and interests of a
child may be completely different to those of his or her peers and
siblings.

Avoid linking your parenting
self-esteem to your child’s performance

As a parent you should take pride in your children’s performance
at school, In sport or their leisure activities. Seeing your child do
well is one of the unsung pleasures of parenting. You should also
celebrate their achievements and milestones, such as taking their
first steps, getting their first goal in a game or getting great marks
at school

However, you shouldn't have too much personal stake in your
children’s success or milestones, as this close association makes it
hard to separate yourself from them. It may also lead to excessive
parental pressure for kids to do well for the wrong reasons - to
please you!

The maxim “You are not your child” is a challenging but essential
parental concept to live by. Doing so takes real maturity and
altruism, butitis the absolute foundation of that powerful thing

known as “unconditional love".
4 ®
mMichael Grise Ln_c o

I Want more ideas to help you raise confident kids and resilient young people? Subscribe to Happy Kids ‘ f
B newsletter, my FREE weekly email parenting guide at parentingideas.com.au. You'll be so glad you did.
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